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The Alternation between the Verbal Noun and the Active and
Past Participles in Arabic

Dafalla Abdalla Suleiman

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study points out the richness of the Arabic language. and the significance of its grammar.
This grammar is rather flexible and its flexibility is related mainly to the meaning of the sentence. Also,
the study points out to this flexibility in the phenomenon of alternation. This phenomenon has been illus-
trated through the following: a) the use of the infinitive noun in the sense of active participle; b) the use
of the active participle in the sense of the infinitive noun: c) the use of the infinitive noun in the sense of
the passive participle; d) the use of the passive participle in the sense of the infinitive noun. The study
reached the conclusion that the phenomenon of alternation in Arabic can be considered a sign of its flex-
ibility, and makes the style more vivid and clearer.



